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plains the tyrannical cruelty of the emperors.
Dignified protest to a sovereign was out of the
question. If a king made himself objectionable5
there was no intermediate, course between
slavish submission and deposing or assassinating
him. To coerce a king as the barons did at
Runnynfede, and then to continue to treat him
as a king would have been unthinkable to a
Mogul subject. With them a monarch was
autocrat or nothing.* After his illness Shah
Jahan was unable to remain an autocrat, he
therefore became nothing. All these various
evils sprang directly out of the Mogul land
system, of which no traveller ever gave a
clearer account than Bernier. His enumeration
of the brood of ills which it produced cannot be
called attractive. His final reflection on the
Mogul land question is philosophical and tren-
chant. " Yes, my lord/' he writes, " I must
repeat it; take away the right of private pro-
perty in lands, and you introduce, as a sure
and necessary consequence, tyranny3 injus-
tice, beggary and barbarism: the ground will
cease to be cultivated and become a dreary
wilderness; in a word, the road will be opened
to the ruin of kings and the destruction of
nations. It is the hope by which a man is ani-
mated, that he shall retain the fruits of his

* A vital fact, which, properly borne in miaclj solves more than one
puzzle. See Asia and Europe^ by Meredith Townsead, third ed.7p. 264, and
passim.
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